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2010 EXCELLENCE IN BUSINESS AWARDS

The best of the best

WOMAN-OWNED BUSINESS OF THE YEAR

"Each of these businesses

Chamber
hands out
6 honors

The Excellence in Business
Awards, an annual tradition
started by the Mewpart Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce four
vears ago, will continue this year
with six awards to be present-
ed during a breakfast on Friday.

This year's winners were
selected from nominations in
six categories, including a new
addition this year, micro-busi-
ness, along with large and small
business, nonprofit, woman- or
mingrity-owned business and
entrepreneur of the year,

& selection committee made
up of chamber committee vol-
unteers and previous award
recipients reviewed nominations
ineach of the six categories. The
micro-business category was
developed at the request of very
small businesses that belong to
the chamber, according to Jody
Sullivan, the chamber's execu-
tive director; only businesses
with three or fewer employees
were eligible,

"What makes Newport Coun-
ty such a special place is the
incredible diversity of our busi-
ness community,” Sullivan said.

exemplifies excellence in their
categories and each are active-
ly investing in our local com-
munity and economy.

“We are proud to have them
as members and to be able to
recognize their accomplish-
ments.”

Business innovation, cus-
tomer service, growth, industry
leadership, community service
and other local, regional and
national recognition were
among the factors weighed by
the committee.

The winners of the third annu-
al Excellence in Business Awards
ares

Micro-business: Green Envy
Eco-Boutique, 223 Goddard
Row, Mewpart,

small business: Newport
Prescription Center, 239 Broad-
way, Newpork,

Large business: Peoples
Credit Union, 858 West Main
Road, Middletown.

Woman-owned business:
Bright ldeas Early Childhood
Center, 1272 West Main Road,
Middletown,

Mot-lor-Profit: Child & Fam-
ily, 31 John Clarke Road, Mid-
dietown,

Entreprensur of the Year:
Mick Liuzza, Linear Title & Clos-
ing Ltd., 127 John Clarke Road,
Middletown.

Highlights from each of the
winning nominatiens, provid-
ed by the chamber, follow,
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BRIGHT IDEAS EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER
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Maureen Kielbasa, owner of the Bright Ideas Early Childhood
Center in Middletown, is joined by some of her students.

11 1581, the Bright Ideas Early
Childhood Center in 31lddle-
towe was opened by Mauseen
Greichen Kielbasa, who left o
position as a speach and language
pathologist b start the progeam,
The center has been operating suc-
cesalilly ever sinee amnd was
natiomally accredited for 13 vears,

It is known for execllence in
both caurty ehildhood education
and custamor service, The pre:
school, reoogmizing the needs of its
cuiEtomers, never has closed for
sroew days, has maintained soall
cluszes with owtstamiing stafl, has
astrong and current academic car-
riculung aoad has condimacsd 1o
respond o the sugpestions of its
clientele.

Bright Ddens has Deea o spansor
of local soccer, basketball and
bazehall teams in the communite
The zchoal and Sty ameactive
in local organizations such aes the
Aquidneck Collaborative for Edu-
cation and the Porizmonth Public
Education Feundation. The feeuliy
and pavents of Bright ldeas have
an invesiment in chavkable organ-

ixations such as the Rhode Island
Food Bank, the Bonalbd beDonald
Beouse ol mest recsntly Making
Strides for Cystic Fibrosis.

Kielbasa considers hor best
asset o be her facilly; Many hae
teen with her since she opened
ardd all of her 29 erployess are gee-
abive, enthusizastic ami dedicate] do
il best education for yaung chil-
e,

Thecary ¢hildhood conter
recently institwted a new Web site
et albows all 112 e lediors,
hamdbeaks, ealendars amd notices
1o be accesced online, better reet-
g 1l needs of Fandlies wiin
reqpuire immediate acoess toevents
and notices from the school.

A errergencs notification sys.
tem allows Bright Tdeas to netily
cvery family of a possible cmer-
prakey i Dess s two minutes,
Improvements such as this as well
ag improvements in thelr facilitles
and increascd opportunities for
professional development for its
teachers have been instrumental
i mavintaining & quality and sgc-
cessful early chilidhod center:



